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Letters and articles are welcomed and 


should be addressed to the Toc H 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 


editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20. Any contribution towards the high 
cost of postage will be gratefully accepted. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2。 To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

A team from Weymouth's Toc H Beavers 
spent their mid-term break redecorating 
part of a disused school to get it ready for 
its new role as the Portland Craft Centre. 


Photo: Reg Vincent 
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nd, heavily disguised, are 
‘1984’ was the erosion of 
le for the establishment to manipulate the 


been around a long time, a 


Big Brother and Sister have warned about in 


creeping up on us. What George ONEIN 
freedom to the point where it was poss! 
ince that 2 +2 =>: fer, 
truth, pie OM might consider how we are doing in our defence of the free 
su ons 
ociety and try to penetrate the disguise of our enemies. — A 
si Y the news media) is to give real champions of 


° arty ided by 9 5 
One of their tricks (aide UA that makes the guiltless appear guilty. An 


‘Drink/Drive’ campaign last Christmas. ‘Big Sister 
after only one drink could result in prosecution, 


gaol and disqualification and mounted an unprecedented a a 
here is a vast difference between the driver who sti rink 
re Ea Pui and the minority mavericks who drink in excess and drive 
EA a But this was ignored: all were assumed to be guilty unless they could 
prove their innocence. Wholesale testing was carried out in abe Ae o nee 
were hounded. Over-policing is a form of oppression and the only $ publicly to say 
so (Mr Beaumont-Darke) was at once labelled as awkward and out o step. N 

Such a pessimistic view of society breeds pressure to gear all society to the view 
of a minority. Then law is brought in on the grounds that this minority is the norm 
and the rest of us must be saved from ourselves. This is done by over-policing or by 
making new laws. New laws must be enforced and, when this proves difficult, more 
police are recruited, lawyers prosper and the courts cannot cope. 

Areas of ‘freedom erosion’ that come readily to mind are race relations and 
equal opportunities for women. Now I believe that most of us know in our hearts and 
minds that equality of race and sex is right and we really do try to work and play on 
that basis. But Governments, not happy with that, have used the failures of the 
minority to make race and sexual equality a matter of law and hence of more policing 
to enforce those laws. Big Brother and Sister have had their way, but | doubt if 
relationships between the races and sexes are any better than they would have been 
anyway, and certainly freedom has suffered. A more recent example is the attempt to 
enforce good industrial relations practice by legal strictures: freedom can be attacked 
by politicians of any colour. All establishments seek to dominate people with their 
own ideas. Democracies can temper this tendency: tyrannies, corrupted by power, 
oppress the people into acceptance. 

In our own gentler society, establishment domination is attempted in subtler 
ways. Areas where oppression has yet to triumph can be pinpointed by examining 
pressure group activities — particularly those whose avowed aims include adding to, 
or strengthening the law as well as changing hearts and minds. It is not easy to combat 
such activitics because these groups (sometimes headed by the well meaning, 
sometimes by hard nosed careerists) use emotive arguments to put over their case and 
some politicians realise that helping them will gain votes. Conversely, Opposing popular 
pressure groups can lose votes, reducing argument to dumb acceptance. Perhaps 
Orwell's own phrase (of writing), ‘Uf it does not pay it must be good’, has a wider 
meaning. 

Attempts by Charities to change Charity law in order to be political should be 
analysed. For if political activity becomes an acceptable charitable purpose, the flood 
gates will be opened to a myriad pressure groups, who, for seemingly laudable 
purposes, would attempt to persuade Parliament to change laws and add new laws 
to suit their particular ends. This would set in motion the law enforcement chain 
already mentioned and cat up ecomonic resources in a purely negative way by adding 
to the burden of the law enforcement machine and reducing our freedom. 

If you agree with me and want to do something about it, you will not be 
popular! Campaigns to change the law are well supported and often based on the 
defence of the handicapped or the sick. But help for them should be available in a 
civilised society without the aid of law, which, in the long run creates an oppressive 
climate and eliminates compassion and real caring. 

It is amazing how ‘1984" has created something of a neurosis. The title is quite 
fortuitous — merely the reversal of the last two figures in ‘1948’. We can already see 
(in this country at least) that, as prophecy, ‘1984 is wildly out. This is in line with the 
track record of prophets of doom (in Toc H they have usually been on the Finance 
Committee!), Personally | do not recommend reading Orwell: he is pessimistic and 
fails to take account of the goodness in humanity and its effect on the future. But if 
we forget the prophecy and heed only the warning from ‘1984’, George will have 
served his master well and reinforced Tubby’s suggestion ‘Pessimists-Way Out’. For 
pessimism is the forerunner of oppression. 
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end! | 


Colet’s head boy presents the £300 cheque to Toc 


Refreshed from our summer break and 
bursting with the usual enthusiasm that 
accompanies a new school term, the Sixth 
Form at John Colet (Wendover) returned 
in September last ready to ‘knuckle down 
to some hard work’ as those learned 
professionals among us said. 
Subsequently the days began to drift 
nonchalantly by until a panic stricken 
head of Sixth Form (Mr Walls) burst into 
a study period in the common room one 
afternoon, reminding us that we were 
supposed to be holding our annual 
sponsored event in two weeks. When he'd 
finished ranting and raving about our lack 
of organisation and interest in Sixth 
Form activities, we calmly assured him 
that his job was quite secure since every- 
thing, as usual, had been arranged weeks 
ago. The great ‘think tank’ of our Sixth 
Form, had been mobilised to produce 
some dynamic suggestions for sponsored 
events... 


Those finally decided on were a 24 hour 
sports marathon and a 40m walk along a 
stretch of the Ridgeway Path. The next 
brain teaser was to decide which 
deserving cause the money should 
eventually go to. Most popular on the list 
of suggestions for this was the Sixth 
Form fund! However, with the help of a 
well rehearsed spiel, a bemused Sixth 
Form were coaxed into agreeing that a 
large percentage of the money should be 
sent to Toc H in Wendover. 


Eventually, the great day came and the 
tension mounted throughout the 
morning. Walkers watched their minibus 
being loaded with tents and toilet rolls, 
whilst the marathonists limbered up in 


worthit” 


the gym, waiting for the 12.15 whistle. 
However, due to various minor 
complications such as the Toc H rep and 
minibus driver (Judi Edwards) not having 
the slightest idea where the walkers were 
to go, the whistle did not in fact sound 
until 1 pm. When it did, the burst of 
activity was quite breathtaking! Twenty 
rucksacked walkers squeezed into the 
minibus which roared off down Wharf 
Road heading for Goring. 


Meanwhile, shuttlecocks, ping pong, 
volley, basket and foot balls flew in all 
directions across the gym. Despite the 
fact that there were usually five separate 
games being played at once, casualties 
throughout the night remained minimal 
and the only complaints came at 3 am 
from Mr Walls who totally confused 
everyone when he asked us to stop 
running about in the gym because he was 
irying to get some sleep in the medical 
room underneath! Forty people 
participated in the 24 hour marathon and 
it was only afterwards that we realised 
that its popularlity may have been due to 
the novelty of the integrated sleeping 
arrangements in the games cupboard. . .? 
Despite all, the event proved very 
successful, and when it had finished, all 
attention and speculation moved towards 
the progress of the walkers .. . 


After sleeping in a field full of cows and 
their deposits on Friday night, Saturday 
night’s camp in Chinnor provided the 
party with the much more salubrious 
surroundings of a cricket pitch. Biology 
teacher Mr Williams was sent to locate the 
public houses in the vicinity, whilst the 
rest of the group peeled their feet off the 


TEY 
H General Secretary Adrian Dudman. 


soles of their boots and nursed their 
blister ridden heels. However, after a few 
pints of that notorious lager that 
refreshed some parts of the body certain 
members of the group didn’t know they 
had, the gallant Colet party, slightly 
revived, ‘hit the sack’ for the last time on 
the trip. 


Up bright and early Sunday morning, 
with the last seven miles of the journey 
before them, the party set off at a 
cracking pace. Indeed, so fast was the 
pace, that the brisk walk which began 
at Chinnor had developed into a steady 
jog by the time the bedraggled party 
reached Wendover. 


Here they were picked up off the 
pavements, fed and watered by Toc H 
staff, then hurried home to recover for 
school next day. 


During the next two weeks, the sponsor 
money poured in until Treasurer Susi 
Frith, proudly announced the total sum 
of £480! This broke all previous Sixth 
Form records. We decided to give Toc H 
£300 towards the building of a new wing 
at their Adventure Centre at Port 


Penrhyn. The remainder we kept to fund 
Sixth Form activities throughout the year 
and more urgently to purchase a new 
fridge for the coffee bar! 


Photo: Bucks and Herts Newspapers Ltd 
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Congratulations to: 


(1) Camborne (Cornwall) Joint 
Branch who have spent eight months 
knitting garments and blankets for the 
Mother Teresa Foundation in India. They 
recently handed over five blankets and no 
fewer than 123 knitted garments . 


(2) Bert Hooper and his Knowle 
(Avon) Men’s Branch team on the success 
of their bottle stall at St Peter’s Hospice 
Christmas Bazaar in Bristol. The stall 
raised £213 — a big rise on last year’s 
sum... 


(3) Don Webster, the IOW’s District 
Chairman, whose sponsored cycle ride 
round the island raised £140 — shared 
equally between Family Purse and the 
Wessex Kidney Patients’ Association. 
(Don’s wife Betty 一 Secretary of 
Sandown/Shanklin Branch — is herself a 
kidney patient)... 


Medica] Branch 


There’s a strong medical aspect to the 
activities of Somerton Joint Branch. 
Recently they bought a thrombosis 
machine (used to relieve pain and 
pressure in the limbs) for over £100. The 
machine is for use in their local doctors’ 
surgery or in patients’ homes: hitherto 
the area was dependent on borrowing a 
machine from Yeovil Hospital. Members 
also put in hard work as volunteers 
assisting the loca] hospital and the 
handicapped. 


Fund raising is through an annual bazaar 
which raised £140 on the last occasion 
and regular waste paper collection, which 
brings in an average of £70 a year. 


Do it with music! 


Thurrock (Essex) Joint Branch must be 
one of the Movement’s most energetic 
fund raisers — no method of financing 
their activities seems to escape them. 
They have two ambulances running all 


round the year for the elderly, the 
handicapped and children and their 
annual petrol bill alone is £2,000. 

Their latest effort — fully 


reported in the local press - was a charity 
concert in the Thameside Theatre. Local 
baritone John Read organised the evening 
of songs from musical shows and operas, 
gathering in some of his own talented 
friends to help. Result — a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening and a net profit of 
£320! 
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Round and aqbouf 


A friend in East Africa 


A correspondent in Ryde (10W) e 
tells us of an imaginative ongoing a : 
undertaken by his Branch. Two years nd 
the Branch, working through Asati j 
agreed to sponsor and support Eze Fy 
ten year old boy in Kenya, for R PA 
Their sponsorship has made it possi e | 

Ezekiel to receive a full time education 
which would otherwise have been ss 
him. The Branch exchange letters will 
him regularly and keep in touch with his 


progress. 


Keeping busy in Shropshire! 


Edgmond Branch tell us that their busy 
year is carrying on through the winter. 
Two of the more recent high points were 
an autumn coffee evening (proceeds going 
to help blind people attend Toc H’s 
annual Festival of Music in the 
Manchester Free Trade Hall) and their 
2Ist Christmas Fair (proceeds going to 
provide their 22nd New Year's party for 
the needy, held in the Harper Adams 
Agricultural College). 


Meanwhile, in the garden 
of England... 


Betty Whyatt, Thanet District Secretary, 
tells us of a most enjoyable ‘get together’ 
at Strode Park. The more than 100 guests 
included Margate’s Mayor and Mayoress. 
All Thanet’s Branches were represented 
and District members and friends came 
from far and wide. The company enjoyed 
raffles and refreshments but found the 
talk by staff man John Burgess — 
illustrated with his own slides - the 
highlight of the day. Some of the guests 
were not too strong on. their Toc H 
history and they all expressed great 
interest in John’s wide ranging account of 
the Movement’s beginnings, the character 
of our charismatic Founder Padre and his 
own experiences with Toc H in Germany. 
A great day, and Betty passes on the 
District’s thanks to their Strode Park 
hosts for their warm hospitality. 


Salcombe's ‘silver’ 


Amy Smith wrote to tell us about the 
Salcombe (Devon) Branch's celebration 
of their 25th birthday - marked happily 
with a birthday lunch at West Alvington’s 
‘Ring of Bells’. The three founder 
members and others present listened with 
interest to the minutes of their first ever 
Group meeting and of their first Branch 


meeting at which they Proudly useg 上 
new Lamp. In their early days they 
helped greatly by Dartmouth ang Tor Te 
Branches (now closed) and by ‘dea; Ae 
Welford’ (still a friend and occasi 
visitor to the Branch). Their menial 
find transport more difficult than ers 
the days when they dashed aroung 
countryside to enjoy the company 1 
Toc H friends at District Teams © 
Rededication Services. I have i 
impression that they feel a bit lone 
nowadays, though they enjoy Newtet 
Abbot’s annual visits and, at the tine a 
writing, were looking forward keenly 1 
a visit from Regional Chairman Mar, 
Edwards. In general, they rely heavily 
on Point Three to keep them in toute 
with the rest of the family. Amy Pointe 
out that the Branch has faithfully carried 
through a whole range of traditional 
Toc H jobs and has an ongoing am 
happy partnership with local Rotary, 


(It occurs to me, Salcombe, that you 
might gain a lot from ‘twinning’ with 2 
Branch in a quite different part of the 
country. What about it? Details are in our 
February 1983 issue: if you've lost that 
issue, write to me and I'll tell you how 
the scheme works. Meanwhile, 
congratulations to you on your ‘silver’ 
and all best wishes for 1984. — Editor} 


Why not try it? 


The Kidderminster Times reports that 
a recent meeting in Wyre Forest Branch 
was given over to a discussion of ‘The 
Nuclear Question’. They invited two 
members of Bridgnorth’s CND to come 
along to put their views which started a 
lively and wide ranging discussion Jasting 
for more than an hour. The meeting did 
not produce agreement but it provided 
much food for thought and a general 
acceptance of the need to study this most 
vital of all questions in greater depth. 


Better born lucky than rich! 


Last year Monty Banks, Barkingside 
Branch Secretary, collected a box of odds 
and ends for a jumble sale. When the box 
was full, he tipped out the contents to 
Start sorting the old clothes and was 
amazed to find a small collection of 
jewellery — silver bracelet, two charm 
bracelets, two silver necklets and a man's 
gold ring. Despite a widely broadcast 
appeal, no-one claimed the gems and in 
the end they were auctioned at a Branch 
coffee morning and raised £39! 


Home base! 


In November last, Troon (Cornwall) 
Branch held the first meeting (with 
visiting speaker!) in their new home 一 a 
large caravan in a member's back garden: 


Alexandra R 


Every year some units of Toc H have the opportunity to take 
part in Alexandra Rose Day collections which benefit small 
community organisations like ourselves who work for the aged, 
sick, disabled and the young. 


Alison 
House 
Holidays 
1984 


April 19-24 Easter House Party 

June 30-July 7 John Cutt (Host) 

July 14-21 Norman Brew (Host) | Shortly we expect to get a list from Alexandra Rose Day 
July 21-28 Brian Dodgson (Host) headquarters of the places where they would like us to run 
July 28-Aug4 Marjorie Berry (Hostess) these collections: when this is received we will be in touch 
Aug 4-11 Painting Holiday/ through the Regions concerned. 


But there is a snag. We are told by Alexandra Rose Day HQ that 
some collections by Toc H units are puny, bearing no relation 
to the size of population served. in other words, half hearted 
participation denies the opportunity for people to give and for 


araia Holidays: | the needy to receive help. 


J 
Provisional Terms are: 


a. Easter House Party | 


Harry Muscutt (Tutor) 


£47 per head (incl VAT) 


Single room (10 only) 
£61 per week (incl VAT) 
Shared twin room (a) Look beyond their own membership for help in 
| £57 per head per week i collecting. 

(incl VAT) 


If units take up Alexandra Rose Day they must: 


| (b) In doing so, remember those organisations who use 
Reduction for children under 13 Toc H to help them. 


sharing room with parent(s) (c) Consider asking young people to help, pointing out 


what opportunities for service exist locally and are within 
the ambit of Alexandra Rose Day. 


Please send a SAE for your application 
form to Alan Robson, Alison House, 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH. 


banan 


F. 


1983 saw South Staffs/Wulfrun District's 
25th annual camp. They have now given 
a country or seaside holiday to some 
1,500 boys and girls. 


Australia 


Continuing their activities Bribie Island 
were mentioned in the ‘Link’ as having 
‘set a splendid example of the Toc H 
involvement in the Community’ by 
raising $1.500 towards the cost of a 
minibus to take patients needing day 
treatment in the Royal Brisbane and 
other hospitals. 


Brisbane Branch have been busy also, 
Organising an outing for hospital patients 
— they say this is an event where people 
queue to help, and Congeau House had 
its first group of residents who voted that 
the facilities were great. It is hoped to 


African 
Journey 


During my long service on the staff, | 
have always been inspired by meeting 
from time to time members who in their 
lives have exemplified the way of Christ. 
My recent visit to South Africa and 
Zimbabwe proved to be a similar 
experience albeit concentrated to a much 
greater degree: friendship and kindness 
were available in abundance from 
exemplars of the kingdom. 


In Zimbabwe, far apart Branches, doing 
very good personal work appeared 
isolated. rarely seeing their National 
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give another group of spastic people 


< too far 
holiday in January 1984 = eit - 
away as I write this, an cae 
wonderful way to bring in a Pe any 
Let us hope that this 1s the star ide 
good holidays enjoyed by many es 
people. 
oc H Workshop in 
nts received 


lly with the 
ke three 


January 1984 sees the i 
Melbourne and from accou 
plans are well in hand, especia 
Brisbane Branch who plan to ta 
vehicles in convoy and stay about ten 
days away to cover the journey (2000km) 


and the workshop. 


Bill Brown extends an invitation to all 


Officers and obviously affected by the 
economic situation of the country. Cars 
were old, spares were difficult to come by 
and even paper was scarce (though this 
may scem a good thing to us!). But one's 
judgement must be simplistic based as it 
is on a few days’ tour of the main centres 
of Toc H (Bulawayo, Harare and Mutare) 
plus visits to isolated Branches at 
Marondera and Gweru. With the bad 
days of the civil war now behind them, 
members of our Family are 
enthusiastically keeping Toc H going and 
are excited by being part of a new 
country. Unfortunately we understand 
that many young people are leaving the 
country to seek employment so the 
passing on of Toc H into younger hands 
does not seem easy. 


From Hingstonpon-Hull 
loltingsion,NewYort....... ... 


Last summer 17 Clayton Volunteers went 
to the United States to work for eight 
weeks in community projects on the East 
Coast followed by four wecks sabbatical 
travel. | was one of the three volunteers 
assigned to a residential Children’s Home 
in Kingston. 


This Home is a non-profit agency 
established over 100 years ago. It is a 
residential centre providing care for 
approximately 60 emotionally disturbed 
boys aged 8-16 years and is also involved 
in a foster and adoption programme. 
There are four units on campus, (each 
accommodating nine boys), an 
administration building, a school, athletic 
field, gymnasium, swimming pool and 
central dining facilities. There are also 
two group homes close by. 
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We were each assigned to different areas 
and left to work on our own initiative, 
dividing our time where we felt it was 
most needed. 


1 was appointed lifeguard at the Home's 
swimming pool and also ran a swimming 
class. Ricardo Neufville was assigned to 
Holcomb House, one of the Group 
Homes which was running a programme 
for boys in need of more discipline and 
supervision. Janice Buckley was assigned 
to the administration building to assist 


with the foster and adoption 
programmes, 


In addition we undertook other tasks 
which included driving and supervisin 
on outings, meal-time supervision a 
assisting counsellors and teachers by 


OAA E 


visiting Western Australia: 


Monday — Friday 8.45 am - 3.45 1 
his office 295 Rokeby Road. Siti 
Western Australia 6008. Tel: 


Nat 


ara 
205 


382 1389 
Friday is Luncheon Club from 12 ioe 
2 pm. Bill will provide tea and coffee 
visitors, but please supply your own food. 


to all 


] am sure Bill will give all a hearty 
welcome and what a golden Opportunity 
to exchange news and views! y 


New Zealand 


We have little news from Branches, buta 
member from Wellington writes that New 


Southern African Toc H is in differen 
shape with quite a number of younger 
members, some of them in leadership. 
We found in most Regions an optimism 
and a trust in National leadership which 
manifested itself in supporting their 
National projects policy. 


Putting projects, which must also be 
Regional, into a national context makes 
much clearer the main thrust of where 
Toc H is going ie it is a good image 
maker. At present these Southern African 
national projects are: 


In being 

(a) Community Care based at the 
Don Mackenzie Centre in Natal involving 
280 volunteer workers in teaching good 
giving supplementary, individual 
attention to the boys. 


We were well accepted by the staff and 
boys, providing much needed help at a 
busy time of the year and the staff were 
very encouraging and supportive. They 
welcomed us into their social scene and 
invited us to participate in the meetings 
at which they discussed day to day 
Matters and the planning of future 
developments. 


1 found this to be a very valuable project 
and for me personally the most 
challenging and rewarding achievement 
was teaching a couple of the boys t° 
swim. 


Although it was very sad when our 
placement came to an end and we had to 
Say goodbye to everyone, we were 
grateful to have had this opportunity of 
sharing our summer with them. 


During the four week holiday period 
travelled over to California stopping 9 
in Chicago, Lake Michigan and the Gra 
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Zealand is ‘out on a limb’ -- a friend of 
mine living near New Plymouth expresses 
the same sentiment. However, Don 
Hussey and Mrs Mary Gandy were guests 
at the International Weekend held at 
Alison House in September, and gave 
reports of isolated groups continuing with 
the good work of visiting the housebound, 
installing audio-visual alarms and taking 
film shows to those in need: they, too, 
expressed concern over the dearth of 
young people with interest in the 
Movement. 


France 


A postal strike of long duration has hit 
communication very badly, but Joyce 
Jeandenans, former Chairman of the 
Paris Branch, called on us here recently 
and told us that all is well, though there 
is concern over the elderly, who are 
finding it difficult to find suitable 


accommodation in their advancing years. 
Even so they all sound young at heart - 
must be an infection they have caught 
from Joyce and her husband! 


P A Kuruvilla of Toc H Public School, 
Cochin is the new Toc H Commissioner, 
Soundara Pandiyan, the former 
Commissioner, becoming a Trustee. We 
are promised re-publication of ‘The 
Lamp’, India’s Toc H magazine, so 
perhaps when we receive the new edition 
I may have more news to convey to you. 


Bangladesh 


Peter East, the former Warden of Talbot 
House, Trinity Square, is now living in 
Bangladesh where he is happy amongst 
the people he knows so well. Many of 
them are relatives of those living in 


England with whom Peter worked so 
closely over a number of years. 


World Chain 
of Light 


This annual event on Tubby’s birthday 
encircles the world with light and 
thoughts of one another. Christmas is six 
days away as | write to you -- a festive 
season of light and love for our families. 
New Year brings resolutions and ‘strong 
wil! When you read these words, 
Christmas will be over. The resolutions 
may also be in the waste bin, with the 
parcel wrappings and the turkey bones, 
but I hope all have resolved to keep the 
light shining around the world to keep 
the Wider Family a close and loving 
body. 

Fleur Farrington 


husbandry, nutrition and child care. 

(b) ` Dom Project, Blomvlei Capetown. 
Educational and Development 
programme for coloured children. 

(c) Toc H Gift Shops which help local 
charities (80% of profit) and Toc H (20% 
of profit) and also provide a friendly 
personal service to the community. 


Planned 

(a) Creche and Toc H 
Soweto centred on the 
Orlando Branch. 


Centre in 
work of the 


(b) A National Toc H Centre for the 
whole country. 

(c) A volunteer exchange scheme 
with the United Kingdom to create 


understanding of mutual problems and 
expand projects policy. 


Canyon. | spent the last two days in New 
York City and the night before we flew 
back to England, members of the Winant 
and Clayton organisation who had been 
such perfect hosts on our arrival in June, 
held a grand farewell party for us. This 
was a fine example of the hospitality we 
had received during our stay in America. 


My sincere thanks go to the sponsors* 
who supported me financially and to 
Reckitt & Colman for allowing me to 
take unpaid leave. 】 would also like to 
thank members of the Winant and 
Clayton organisation for co-ordinating 
the scheme. Finally a special thank you 
to Ricky and Jan for their friendship. 


* Associated Riding Club, British Cocoa 
Mills, C & A Modes, Mrs B Coggin, Ellis 
& Everard Chemicals, M Falkingham 
Ltd, Hull Kingston Lions Club, inner 
Wheel Club of Hull, Metal Box PLC, Mr 
& Mrs T Parker, Sir Philip Reckitt 
Education Trust, Dr M C Swain, Syntex 
Pharmaceuticals, Toc H Cottingham 
Branch, Toc H Pocklington Branch and 
Tudor Caravans. 


These projects together with the smaller 
jobs of work lovingly done by members 
and Branches made a powerful impact on 
me, particularly as it showed what can 
be achieved with quite a small 
membership — less than 1.000 strong. 


What of the country and its politics? 
The quick answer must be ‘very complex’ 
but that hardly satisfies even the seekers 
of superficial truth; more is expected. 
Our members out in South Africa have 
their own views and I listened and 
listened but found no common voice. All 
wanted change for the better and all do 
something about it but most were fed up 
with criticism of their country by the 
uninformed chairborne and were saying 
‘Come and see’. 


Critics of Southern Africa here very often 
advocate measures which can only lead 
to bloodshed: maybe they feel this to be 


NAGS {Northants Action Group) mounted a one-to-one Halloween Dance for some 6 


inevitable, but they are rarely honest 
enough to say so. Increasingly to isolate 
through trade sanctions and the 
withdrawal of capital would, first of all, 
hurt the poor, added to which, as I 
believe that trade and commerce are the 
agencies which most successfully are 
breaking down apartheid, further 
isolation is bound to be harmful. It was 
generally felt amongst our members that 
the last five years have seen a great deal 
of change in terms of bettering the lot 
of the poor black and coloured 
populations and we saw evidence of this 
particularly in Soweto. Perhaps this is 
more important at this stage than a great 
expansion of the franchise. 


Southern Africa is on the move and 
Toc H is in the vanguard: whether the 
rate of change is fast enough will be 
judged by history. 

Keith Rea 


Photo: Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph 
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disabled people. The spirit was great, the costumes were fantastic and a good time was 


had by all. 


Community 


This is the second of two articles on 
Etembeni : the first appeared in our 
January 1984 issue. — Editor) 


The Importance of Community Health 
Workers 


In the rural areas of the world it is clearly 
evident to most that Medicine has failed. 
It has failed for several reasons, but 
perhaps the most poignant has been that 
in its attempt to personalise and 
humanise medicine by providing ‘only the 
best’, it has placed itself out of reach of 
nearly all poor rural people. 


In order to tackle some of the most basic 
shortcomings and inequities in care 
among rural populations, it has been 
suggested that the people themselves 
could help to provide for their own 
health care and thus decrease their 
dependency on outside health care 
systems with their high costs. While this 
idea met with an initial how! of protest 
from most professional groups. it has 
nevertheless become evident that 
community groups are keen to play an 
increasing role in the promotion of their 
own health. . . 


There are several reasons for believing 
that Community Health Workers can be 
successful in health promotion. In the 
first place, they are of the community 
and live among the people. They are easy 
for people to contact, are familiar with 
the terrain, culture, language and specific 
problems of the area. With their special 
sympathies for the members of their own 
community and provided the Community 
Health Workers themselves believe in the 
value of the health programme, they seem 
more able than trained professionals to 
elicit support for the programme. This 
has had particular significance in the field 
of health education where previous 
approaches have not been particularly 


Knapp 
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Clive Fitzalan Howard, Etembeni Administra 


re either voluntecrs 
mmunity, they are 


locally for their 
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other 
if they 


successful. As they a 
or paid by the local co 
always accountable 
behaviour, not to a remote bureau 
government. Compared to 
professions, their remuneration, 1 
receive any remuneration at all, is low, 
keeping the cost of health care within the 
means of the poor. Furthermore It Js 
possible for many more individuals to 
participate, providing better coverage, 
particularly in remote areas. This has 
meant that health issues previously felt to 
be problematical, even impossible, have 
become manageable. When these benefits 
are weighed against the enormous cost of 
training skilled professionals, such as 
doctors and nurses, the recurrent cost of 
their salaries, and the reluctance of highly 
trained professionals to work in rural 
areas once trained, it is evident that the 
training of large numbers of Community 
Health Workers should be a high priority 
in the developing world. 


‘Onompilo’ in the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills 


For those unfamilar with the area, the 
Valley of a Thousand Hills is an area of 
KwaZulu bordering the Pietermaritzburg- 
Durban corridor. It is an area famed for 
its scenic beauty and renowned as the 
area of operation of the Valley Trust 
Socio-Medical Project, which for over 
three decades has been a nucleus of 
health promotion in the area. 


The landscape is characterised by 
numerous plateaus, hills and valleys, 
the steep hills being broken in places by 
granite outcroppings and steep ravines. 
Prominent in the area is the Nyuswa 
plateau, referred to in Zulu as Inkangala, 
and said once to have been fertile and to 
have produced tall and soft grass which 
was a delicacy to stock and also used for 
thatching. This has given way. however. 


Sister 


Doreen Mzime 
tor, conducts a Centre's Community 


visiting Government Official. 


teath Wor, 
‘Unompilo in the Valley of a d'ho 


to a stunted hard grass known z 
Ingongoni, said to be evidence of 
impoverished soils. The life of the People 
has in many ways mirrored the changes 
in the veld. The abundant life of 
yesterday has given way to the harsh 
realities of poverty and under 
development in the twentieth century 
Until the arrival in 1951 of the socio. 
medical complex comprising the Botha’. 
Hill Health Centre. Valley Trust ang 
Don McKenzie Centre, malnutrition 
tuberculosis and other diseases were rife. 
While these diseases still occur in the area, 
there appears to have been a decline since 
these projects were initiated. As ap 
extension to the work and to further 
consolidate the philosophy of securing 
active involvement from the local people, 
the Community Care project, aimed at 
training Community Health Workers was 
launched as a joint project in 1980. 


As with most new ideas, several people, 
mostly professionals, felt sceptical about 
the idea of Community Health Workers in 
the Valley of a Thousand Hills. It was 
argued for example that the idea had 
been tried elsewhere and failed, that it 
probably required the training of a nurse 
at the very least to promote health. So 
strong, however, has been the response of 
the Community to the introduction of 
the modest training programme, that it 
seems most of the misgivings will prove to 
be baseless. 


From several studies that have been 
undertaken in the area to determine the 
major health problems and the needs of 
the people, it has been established that 
gastro-enteritis, respiratory disease 
(including tuberculosis), other infectious 


diseases, injuries and accidents are 
common causes of illness and death in 
the area. Malnutrition, although less 


la (right), leader of the Don McKenzie 
Care project, emphasises a point to 4 


factor in the severity of much of the 
illness. These illnesses are further 
compounded by related problems such as 
illiteracy, poor knowledge of agriculture, 
water and soil conservation, poverty, 
inadequate technology and potentially 
harmful traditional practices and the 
inequity of the society at large. 


It was clear that if Community Health 
Workers were to assist they would need a 
very broad background. It was also clear 
that most of the major problems were 
virtually completely preventable by 
improving conditions and knowledge in 
the community. Better and more 
abundant food, clean, plentiful water 
supplies, and improved living conditions 
would probably be of greater utility than 
would increasing the availability of 
medicines and traditional medical 
services. Hence it did not seem a priority 
to incorporate into the idea of the 
Community Health Worker the 
therapeutic role of other ‘barefoot 
doctors’ whose major role was to dispense 
medicines and other curative treatments. 
Not that these skills should not be taught, 
but to emphasise their importance in 
contrast to the importance of promotive 
skills would merely result in mimicking 
the worst aspects of modern medicine, 
which has consistently failed to deal 
satisfactorily with diseases that have 
simply remedial causes. 


Available Resources 


It has been the feeling that considerable 
impact can be made on the occurrence of 
many common diseases, by teaching the 
community strategies of dealing with 
these devastating illnesses by improved 
use of locally available resources. 
Malnutrition, for example, has been 
tackled by encouraging breast feeding, 
promoting knowledge of what constitutes 
a well balanced diet, and giving advice on 
how this can be achieved using foods that 
are readily available locally. Gastro- 
enteritis, the major killer in the area, has 
been attacked by attempting to improve 
water supplies, hygiene and sanitation. 
Furthermore, in an attempt to reduce the 
mortality from the disease, the early 
use of oral rehydration solutions, made in 
the home using simple substances such as 
glucose or sugar, salt and fruit juice has 
been encouraged. Tuberculosis has been 
confronted by the introduction of sound 
nutrition and a strenuous effort made to 
achieve adequate early treatment of 
infected individuals. 


Community Health 
health promotion skills. To this-has been 
added a knowledge of how to teach 
literacy. First Aid was also taught, as well 
as how to deal with social problems. Not 
only has each new skilll taught been of 
value in that it could be used to assist 
members of the community, but it has 
been a very real step forward in the 
education of the individuals concerned, 
most of whom have lacked previous 
Opportunities for advancing their own 
education as adults. For the majority, this 
was the first available adult education 
programme and their first opportunity 
to acquire a basic training. Added to this 
incentive was the knowledge that health 
in the family and community would 
improve and particularly that the lives 
of children could be saved. Remuneration 
for work undertaken, has therefore never 
become an issue. Quite the reverse, the 
voluntary nature of the work has 
dignified the status of the Community 
Health Worker and removed the stigma of 
any surreptitious motives being behind 
the programme. 


There are currently about 200 voluntary 
Community Health Workers organised 
among themselves into eight different 
care groups in an area of about 250 
square kilometers. It is of interest that 
the majority of Community Health 
Workers are women, particularly middle- 
aged women with families, indeed some 
of the most influential women in the 
community. They have the time and 
maturity to appreciate the significance of 
caring for their families. As housewives 
rather than breadwinners, it is not their 
primary responsibility to earn income. 
They are also relatively deprived of 
educational experiences and the 
opportunity to expand their functions as 
their families leave home, provides an 
outlet for their desire to be useful. There 


are nonetheless, also many younger 
women and some men. Community 
Health Workers are therefore not 


exclusively women. In some of the areas, 
the men have begun to participate by 
assisting the women to build a literacy 
school and centre for the activities. in 
other areas, men have participated 
directly by assisting with water supply 
and sanitation. 


Types of People 


Some of the Community Health Workers 
are of great interest in that they represent 
examples of the types of people that have 
become deeply involved and commited to 
the project. One such person, is Mrs 
Alvina Bhengu, an Isangoma or 
traditional practitioner who has 
incorporated very successfully the 
knowledge she has acquired into her 
practice. What is of great importance is 
that she has, by personal demonstration, 
convinced herself of the efficacy of using 


Workers have th 
therefore been trained initially in simple — 
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traditional idea of PO n enema 
‘wash the poison out’. She does this now 
not because she believes what she was 
told in this regard, but because she 
observed that several dehydrated children 
with sunken eyes and depressed 
fontanelles recovered when given oral 
rehydration fluids. Furthermore she has 
noted that children with Kwashi@rkor 
improve when given a dict rich in body 


building and protective foods. (je 
proteins. vitamins and minerals 
respectively.) 

Another interesting personality, Mrs 


Magdalen Dladla, the matron of a 
successful creche, has used her knowledge 
to the benefit of the children, while at 
the same time popularising the idea of 
creches in the area, not only to improve 
the diet of the children of working 
mothers, but to provide an environment 
to stimulate the intellectual development 
of children in the pre-school age groups. 
Several others, housewives such as Mrs 
Mweli and Mrs Nxele have become 
inspired literacy teachers. One of the 
Onompilo, a rural woman with a mild 
mental disability, has surprised even her 
teachers by her determination and has 
become a very patient literacy teacher, 
teaching not only members of the 
community to read and write, but some 
of her own colleagues to do so as well. 
It is a credit to her courage, that the 
chairlady of her own group has been 
taught by her to write, gaining a sense of 
dignity and pride in the process. 


Currently the Community Health 
Workers are learning home nursing while 
they assist practically in the Health 
Centre, Medical Ward at the Don 
McKenzie Centre and Valley Trust. They 
are also, on an increasing scale assisting 
the community by advising on a wide 
range of matters. They weigh the children 


and monitor their growth, advise 
mothers on infant feeding and 
immunisation, provide simple first aid 
and rehydrate children who have 
diarrhoea. 


While it is impossible to trace the success 
of the project to any one individual or 
organisation it is difficult to imagine that 
there could have been any success 
whatsoever without the dedicated and 
imaginative professional work of the first 
two sisters who initiated the project and 
carried through the ideas, Sister Doris 
Mbhele and Beauty Shange. Similarly 
without the faith and funding by TOC H, 
the project would be little more than an 
idea. But in the final analysis it is the 
volunteers from within the community 


itself, that have outstripped al 
expectations and set in motion a project 
that appears to have a significant 


potential for the memorig of health in 
the area. 
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‘A Chance to Love’ 


Giving American style is quite an 


experience. 


The age of mass communication and the 
credit card have revolutionized charity. 
One ‘favourite’ way of fund raising is by 
telephone canvassing. Our friends had 
warned us not to be caught unawares. So, 
when our first ‘call’ came ! had my 
speech prepared. A very noteworthy 
organisation rang offering us a newspaper 
we didn’t want or need. If we purchased 
this paper (by credit card, of course!) a 
certain percentage of the cost would go 
to the charity. The canvasser, poor thing, 
who sounded as if she was reading all the 
details for the 100th time that day, was 
a bit put out at my refusal. Didnt 1 want 
to give to such a worthwhile cause? ‘Yes’, 
] replied ‘but ! don’t want or need a 
newspaper. If you'll give me the address 
of your organisation we'll be happy to 
send a donation.’ Well, she was sorry but 
she couldn't do it that way — it wasn’t 
the system. So we put our phones down 
and both, I'm sure, felt dissatisfied. Now 
Im a believer in the stewardship of 


property, but I really resented being 
approached in such an impersonal 
manner. 


I was interested to read recently that 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta has asked that 
there be no more organised fund raising 
activities to support her work. She wants 
people instead to help the sisters with 
their work and to become aware of the 
needs of their local communities. She 
wants her work to be seen to depend on 
Divine providence alone and believes that 
God will send the help through those who 
respond to His inner promptings. 


l recall something Revd G Robinson of 
India said in an article in Point Three 
(September 1982). ‘What we need today 
is not Christian Service in the old 
traditional way, but serving Christians.’ 
Surely this is Mother Teresa’s message 
and a reminder to us to look at our own 
view of ‘serving’. Why is it that in Toc H 
we have always emphasised ‘personal 
service’ as opposed to ‘fund raising’? 


In a book entitled ‘Followers of Jesus’, 
Jean Vanier speaks of some of the 
dangers of ‘giving’, ie domination of 
another and inflation of our own 
personalities, dangers which in their 
10 


enthusiasm, they probably never noticed. 


Something is missing from giving eek 
a one way ‘give, give’ ~ it tends to be 
ego trip and nota sharing of life. 


said all that, there seems to be 
a for often we 
lly involved 


Having 
somewhat of a dilemm 
don’t have time to be persona 
or are too tied 10 other commitments, yet 
willing and able to offer financial 
assistance. Perhaps this is the inner 
prompting Mother Teresa relies On. it 
comes from within. 


by Margaret McGettri 


Well, | didn’t give ‘American style’ ang in 


writing this | think I've figured out for 
myself “why” it was so distasteful to me 


| wonder if other readers share my view 
or have | got it all wrong? 


Wa rn 


Dave Marsh (Sussex) last Autumn led a one-to-one (four physically handicapped) 


residents of Newhaven’s Searchlight Workshop) on a visit to the Old House. It was a 
very happy occasion and the picture shows hosts and guests enjoying a meal at 


De Rankes. 
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Members of Ware Operatic 
Hoddesdon Branches. On this 
handicapped people from the are 


Society ‘camp it up' at th 


e show organised each year by 
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4Day 
in the 
Life of 
a Blínd 


by Arthur T Howe 


It was Saturday morning. Awakened by 
the hum of my ‘Teasmade’, I threw out a 
sleepy hand and pressed down each key 


until at last the noise abated. 
My dear wife was in hospital. My 
constant companion, guide and 


inspiration was not at hand. Immediately, 
】 felt the presence of loneliness and 
longed for the day when we would be 
re-united. 


After pouring out my tea, 】 switched on 
the radio and listened to the news. A 
strange feeling flowed over me. Ironically, 
I was pleased at being spared the sight of 
the destruction going on in the world — 
the lack of consideration, ideals and fast 
disappearing values. All these aspects of 
this modern age my blindness prevented 
me from witnessing. 


At this moment there were two options 
open to me. | could remain in bed and 
starve, or | could get up and feed myself. 
The latter held most appeal so I rose to 
face the day and whatever it presented. 


Breakfast was a simple affair of cereal, 
toast and coffee. After that I planned my 
day. In my condition, an organised home 
and life is an absolute necessity. 
Everything must be in a regular place, for 
searching for something can only result 
in chaos. The household chores to a 
sighted person can be executed with 
comparative ease but to me (save for my 
sense of humour), they could be quite an 
ordeal. Being a restless sleeper, my bed 
had to be re-made. This proved to be an 
adventure but with patience and time was 
finally accomplished. Then 1 got a little 
carefree and walked straight into a half 
open door: | had broken the rule never to 
leave a door half open. 


a. 


My rumbling tummy and talking watch 
told me it was now time to prepare my 
lunch. I had attended a cookery class at 
the local college, which I enjoyed 
immensely. But, though I could make 
Christmas puddings, cakes and other 
delicious creations, this knowledge did 
not help me now when all I wanted to 
know was how to create a basic meal. 
Groping in the fridge, { located four 
turkey steaks, so my immediate problem 
was solved. My meal would consist of two 
steaks, potatoes and carrots, followed 
by canned rice. This would require very 
little culinary art — at least this is what 1 
thought. Peeling the potatoes dry helped 
me to locate the skin but indentation, 
eyes or disease had to be ignored: | went 
through the same procedure with the 
carrots. I put the steaks under the cooker 
grill and they were soon cooking merrily, 
but then a horrible thought crossed my 
mind, how would I know when they were 
ready? 】 panicked and called on my 
neighbour. She was busily engaged in a 
marathon conversation on the telephone 
so that, by the time she arrived, the 
kitchen was full of smoke, the steaks 
were unrecognisable, while the potatoes 
and carrots formed a black mass at the 
bottom of their respective saucepans. 


Following her advice, | started again and 
cooked a most delicious meal. In my 
condition even the most mundane of 
achievements inspire you to greater 
heights, so I decided to make a shepherd’s 
pie, and prepared the meat ready to cook 
on a low gas, while 】 paid a visit to the 
shops. 


I went upstairs to a box bedroom which I 
have converted into a study complete 
with desk, typewriter, and tape recorder. 
Shelves of books decorate the walls. 1- 
can’t read any of them, but they create 
an atmosphere of intellect! Having been 
taught to touch-type, I am now able to 
spend many happy hours in a make 
believe world writing short stories. 
Unfortunately, all I have to show for my 
efforts is a drawer full of rejection slips and 
a pile of unpublished manuscripts, but 
no one will destroy my determination to 
write. 


l typed out a shopping list and hoped | 
had sufficient funds to pay for my 
purchases. The smell of cooking meat 
drifted up the stairs, so | grabbed my 
shopping list and went to investigate. 
Everything appeared in order so ! poured 
a little extra water into the pan, turned 
down the gas, collected my shopping 
trolley, and left the house. 


At the supermarket, a young assistant 
took my list and money, then settled me 
into a seat. The next thing 1 knew, she 
was pushing the change into my pocket 
and arranging my purchases on the 
trolley. I thanked her for her kindness 
and left. 


の 


The route from the shops meant crossing 
a dual carriageway and a field and, 
needless to say, I always met the 
carriageway full of trepidation. Standing 
at the kerb with my white cane at an 
angle, I waited for a pause in the fast 
flowing traffic. Two young lads 
approached me and one said, ‘Shall I see 
you across the road Mister?’ while the 
other one took charge of my trolley. 1 
was delighted with their kind offer, but 
this was short lived for they scurried away 
with my shopping. My plea to people 
passing by went unheeded. Finally an old 
lady came to my rescue and I told her 
what had happened. She reeled off a lot 
of obscenities and led me in the direction 
the boys had taken. She soon located my 
trolley, which needless to say, was empty. 


The incident diverted me from my regular 
course so | walked aimlessly, regretting 
not asking the lady for directions. 】 stood 
waiting for a passer-by but there were 
none. Suddenly 1 found myself turned 
and taken over by a spiritual power, the 
one that had often told me to duck under 
overhanging trees, protruding hedges, and 
sometimes forced me to wait at the side 
of the road because of an approaching 
bicyle which I could not hear. This time 
it guided me to an asphalt path and | 
knew in my subconscious that I was 
heading in the right direction. Touching 
the grass and path with a rhythmical 
movement of my cane, ! soon located the 
earth path ! knew so well. It led me 
across the field and subsequently back 
home. I was soon opening my front door 
and I said quite sincerely, ‘Thank You, 
God, for without your help 1 could well 
have been still walking the streets’. 


In the kitchen I was quick to notice the 
absent smell of cooking meat. On 
investigation 1 discovered that I had 
turned down the gas flame twice, so 
extinguishing the flame. This was a 
blessing in disguise, for my journey 
having taken longer than at first 
anticipated, the meat would now be 
joining the burnt steaks in the dustbin. 
Time was getting on so a cup of tea and 
sandwich had to constitute my meal, 
before dashing off to visit my wife in 
hospital. 


This is a familiar journey for me so it 
presented no problems. 1 knew in my 
heart that my wife would tell me she was 
fine, so I paid a visit to the sister who 
said, with great sincerity, ‘She is doing 
very well and is a fantastic patient’. 


Back home I threw the meat and 
vegetables into a saucepan, boiled them 
up and soon demolished the lot. 


It was just as well I couldn’t see this 
concoction: blindness has its 
compensatory side! 
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Why not join us for a week to explore 
the Norfolk countryside and see the 
wealth of bird life in the Spring along 
its coastal regions? Norfolk has a rich 
heritage, many places of interest and 
unspoilt beauty. We shall live for the 
week in a small private hotel inf 
Hunstanton. 


Dates: May 5 - 12 
Cost: £92 (£10 deposit, please, which 
includes registration fee) | 


Enquiries and applications: Mrs Olive f 
Tennant, 170 Dereham Road, New} 
Costessey, Norwich NRS OSX. 
Tel: 0603 (Norwich) 742775. 


Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
members during November/December. 


4 — Strode Park & Herne (J) 

3 — Corby (J) 

2 — Ipswich (W), Weymouth Beavers 
(J) Grp 

1 -  Barrow-on-Humber (J), 


Bournemouth and Christchurch (J) 
Felpham (M), Great Harwood (M) 
Leicester District, Leigh (J), 
Looe (M), Maidstone Swan (J) 
Grp, Seaford (J) 


A warm welcome to 20 new members 


Photo: Torbay News 
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Paignton Toc H provided tea for 35 MS patients taken 


Don't blame them, join them! 


Some thoughts I have had since the 
inspiring 1983 Central Council. 

The bitterness behind the 
resolution from North Wales saddened 
me. I was also sorry that it has taken so 
long for things to come to a head. It 
seems to me that the distrust and unrest 
began several years ago and there have 
been many causes which could have led 
to bitterness. People have admitted that 
mistakes have been made and to admit 
that publicly takes courage for which we 
should all be grateful. I trust lessons have 
been learnt from the past. 

Maybe I, more than most, have 
had real cause for bitterness. | am as 
guilty as anyone elsc for blaming ‘them’ 
but ljust wish people would put their 
pens where their mouths are and stand 
for election to Council and CEC. We are 
elected by the membership, from 
nominations made by the membership 
but most of us are still reluctant to stand. 

The first Council I attended was 
in 1973. That year there were 25 
candidates for CEC — including two new 
names, 18 ex-CEC, one ex-staff and three 
Councillors. In 1983, four of those names 
were still on the list of candidates! That 
gives me about another 35 years on the 
CEC! 


I believe in this Family. Seven 
years ago | could have crawled under a 
stone and let bitterness overtake me but 
1 hate to think what sort of person 1 
would be today. Those years have been 
painful but through that pain I think I 
have grown, my faith has grown and my 
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out for the day by Tavistock 


love for the ideals of Toc H. Individuals 


-and Districts who have not been able to 


‘heck all bitterness and disown 
discouragement’ need our prayers, love 
and understanding because they will be 


the losers. 
Maybe if we spend more time 


thinking about the words of the Main 
Resolution and our family prayer the 
spark of Swanwick will burst into flames, 
How many of us really know the Main 
Resolution? 1 am ashamed to admit that, 
when I sat down to recite it, | stumbled! 

The Holy Spirit lit a spark of love 
and reconcilation at Central Council so 
that some of us were fortunate enough to 
experience a beautiful weekend. Let us 
continue that experience, check all 
bitterness, listen now and always to the 
voice of God, and remember that behind 
the ebb and flow of things temporal stand 
the eternal realities. If we do, then the 
flame of Swanwick can help the lamp to 
burn brightly for a long time in the 
future. 

Don't blame the Central 
Executive! If you find fault in us, then 
I dare you to stand next year. 


Christine Bostock 
Maidstone 


The Wider Family 


I have read the letter from Australia by 
Dorothy Howie in December's Point 
Three. 

Yes, there is a Queenstown in 
S Africa and | was in correspondence 
with them for a long time. Their Padre 
aR T 
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Local Toc H members run a monthly 
pop in’ luncheon club/discussion group 
in Ilford. Last October they mounted の 
‘special’ as a surprise celebration of the 
Golden Wedding of Rhoda and Ken 
Griffiths, here seen cutting the cake. 
Rhoda and Ken, after many years in 
Romford Branch, are now W Essex 
District members. 


pne 


from Salisbury, Rhodesia and a 
friend of my late brother, Stephen 
phillips. They had a very good Branch in 
the town. { do not know if it is still 
functioning as it’s some years now since ] 
heard from them ... 


was 


Noel Brew 
Eastleigh, Hants 


Spectacles Again! 


[ am the founder of the British and 
Overseas Optical Missions — a registered 
charity born in 1946. Since then, | have 
sent over one and a half million pairs of 
spectacles overseas. Would any reader like 
to send me any used spectacles (without 
cases, please) for me to pass on to my 
missions abroad? Please address them to 
me at: ‘Hinstock’, 65B Sandy Lane, 
Church Crookham, Hants. 

We wish you every success in all 
your endeavours in 1984. 


Albert Fremlin-Bailey 
Hants 


Help! 


| need as many dolls as 1 can find. These 
will all be cleaned and dressed and then 
sold to raise funds to continue the work 
with the handicapped being carried out 
by the Newcastle West Joint Group of 
Toc H. Please send any dolls to me at: 
8 Dobson Close, Cruddis Park, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Jim Gardiner 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 


Glenrothes ‘Person of the Year’. Jim Lewis (CE if 
Presents the first annual award from the Lilian Ayres Memoria 
Fund. (Full story in ‘Round and About’ in 


What to do with ‘Old Scores’ 


Lawrence Burnham, whose death was 
recorded in Point Three recently, was one 
of that noble band of volunteers who in 
the 30s responded to Tubby’s call to 
Toc H to help the then ailing BELRA 
(British Empire Leprosy Relief 
Association). In 1939, when he was 25 
and a keen member of Neasden Branch 
(which he and others had founded a few 
years earlier by ‘hiving off from the 
Willesden Branch), he gave up his job in 
a bank and went out to a leprosy hospital 
in Northern Nigeria. There he found 
himself doing the accounts, looking after 
the stores and all the ‘admin’, as well as 
having to learn to drive and regularly 
navigate the old mission lorry over 
hundreds of miles of slithery mud roads 
to get supplies. He gave 30 years of his 
life to this kind of work, first in West 
Africa, and then in the West Indies. 

In one of his letters from the 
Cameroons, he wrote, among other 
things, that they had recently had a long 
palaver of all members of the mission 
about some of its problems, and added, as 
a kind of aside: ‘people brought up a lot 
of old scores, and then buried them with 
laughter’. 

What an excellent lesson for us, I 
thought at the time; so much so that this 
almost ‘throw-away line’ has remained 
with me ever since. Now on the occasion 
of Lawrence’s death (he acquired the 
nickname ‘Elsie’ in the early days because 
of his initials LC). |! would like to offer 
this amusing remark of his as a little 
tribute to one who was 100% Toc H, as 


Photo: Glenrothes Gazette 


y À 
C Chairman) 


last month's issue). Concern Day Centre. 


High Brooms (Kent) Women’s Branch presented £500 (raised at 
a fair and coffee mornings) to buy curtains for their local Age 


a sample of his perspicacious, if often 
caustic wit, and as a kind of legacy of 
practical advice from him to us when old 
scores are being brought up. 


Rudolf Loewy 
Harrow 


Remember me? 


i should be interested to know if any 
member in Margate, Kent, remembers me 
joining them in 1934. 

We spent some pleasant evenings, 
sometimes cutting hunks of bread and 
cheese off a communal dish, and the 
District guest nights (including sing songs 
at places like Ramsgate and Broadstairs) 
are good comradely memories. | am now 
69 years old, so guess we are thinning out 
a bit, but I still enjoy my Toc H Branch 
activities here in Bideford, N Devon. 


Fred P (‘Bill’) Bailey 
Bideford 


Brightening your Lamp! 


We in Gloucester Branch are most proud 
of our highly polished Toc H lamp: it 
quite glistens when Light is being taken. 
Yet we are told that it is sacrilege to 
polish a Toc H lamp. 

Can anyone tell us why a Toc H 
lamp should never be polished? 

! can assure you it’s the brightest 
Toc H lamp in the UK. Does any other 
Branch polish its lamp? 


Doug Sobey 
Gloucester 


4 ン 


a a 


Photo: Kent & Sussex Courier 


13 


One of my most memorable Toc H 
experiences occurred in 1934 when I was 
a member of the 100 strong Toc H 
Pilgrimage to Oberammergau. It was the 
300th anniverary of the world famous 
Passion Play when special performances 
were given out of the usual decennial 
order. Fifty years on, in 1984, another 
Jubilee season will take place and at least 
one member of the 1934 Toc H Party 
hopes to be present. Will he be joined by 
others? One still remembers many of 
them and the snapshots taken with our 
Brownie box cameras then help to recall 
that youthful and happy band of 
pilgrims, led by Barclay Baron... 


At the Oberammergau station we were 
met by youthful bearded porters, 
participants in the Play, their appearance 
being unique in those days. They took 
our luggage on their hand carts and led 
us to our apartments. The first 
acquaintance with the charming village of 
renowned woodcarvers will not be 
forgotten. Barkis knew his way around 
very well and he had the inspiration to 
take us to the home of Anton Lang, 
probably the best known personality of 
Oberammergau. His notable portrayal of 
Christ in the Passion Plays of 1900, 1910 
and 1922 had been widely acclaimed. We 
had gathered in this gracious man’s 
garden as he talked to us, remembering 
previous visits from Toc H from 1922 
onwards. An historic photograph of 
Anton Lang with Barkis taken on that 
occasion, appeared in the Toc H Journal 
afterwards. For the rest of the afternoon 
and evening we toured the picturesque 
village and mingled with our hosts and 
fellow travellers from many lands. We 
ended the day with one of the best guest 
nights ever in a local inn full of fun and 
friendship. The Ceremony of Light was 
conducted round a small candle held by a 
tiny wooden angel, the work of an 
Oberammergau carver. Very early the 
next morning, before the Play, Holy 
Communion was arranged for us. Also, in 
those days, Anglicans (at the ‘Rose’) and 
Free Churchmen (at the ‘Star’) had to 
meet separately. 


On our way to the theatre on that August 
day in 1934 we were surrounded by an 
extraordinary display of swastika flags 
from nearly every building in sight 
and endless repetitions of the word Ja, in 
preparation for a national plebiscite. 
There is little doubt that the people of 
Oberammergau in common with so many 
14 


Pilgrimage to 
Oberammergau 
Over 50 years... 


more of their countrymen had no under- 
standing of the tragic path into which 
their nation was being led. But the vast 
audience which was gathering in the 
large Passion Play theatre had much else 
to observe and comprehend as the 
descendants of 1634 were about to show 
forth again the story of Christ from His 
entry into Jerusalem (a remarkable scene) 
to the Ascension. 


The main stage open to the sky, with the 
exception of a central portion at the back 
with a proscenium curtain, is immense. It 
is Occupied more than once in the course 
of the Play by over 700 actors, all born in 
Oberammergau or of long residence there. 
So it is with the fine local musicians, 
unseen in their places in the orchestra pit 
in front of the stage (or under it if wet!) 


The leading players always engender great 
interest. In 1934 the chorus leader, 
known as the Prologue, was the venerable 
Anton Lang. He was a magnificent 
presence entering with the dignified 
members of the chorus to welcome, 
exhort and proclaim in turn, before each 
remarkable Old Testament tableau, in 
which the figures seemed to live without 
breathing, and which preceded each main 
scene. 1934 was the last year in which the 
much loved Anton Lang, a master potter 
by trade, would appear. He died, greatly 
mourned, in 1938. 


The Christus of 1934 was Alois Lang 
(no relation to Anton). He was a 
magnificent figure of a man and endowed 
the role with impressiveness and power. 
He was a woodcarver and the owner of a 
hotel which still bears his name. 


In 1950 and 1960 (there was no 
production in 1940) Anton Preisinger's 
presentation of the Saviour owed much 
to the restraint of his sensitive acting and 
his personal dignity. A fine performance 
in which one could really believe. He too 
was the owner of a well known hotel, the 
Alte Post, on the market place. In 1970 
he had the responsible task of Producer 
and in 1980 returned to the cast as Simon 
of Bethany (as did Alois Lang in 1960). 


The choice of Helmut Fischer for the part 
of Christ in 1970 caused surprise. It was 
unusual for the leading role to be allotted 
to a man who did not work with his 
hands as most of the villagers do. Dr 
Fischer was a lawyer. Being an 
experienced orator with a resonant 


speaking voice he had a commanding 
stage presence. His resolve to be 4 
‘revolutionary fighting Christ’ was in 
contrast to his immediate predecessor. 


It was decided that the leading characters 
in 1980 would each be shared by two 
actors who would alternate performances. 
Those elected to play the parts of Christ 
were Gregor Breitsamter, a coppersmith, 
and the much younger Rudolf Zwink, a 
dental student. Breitsamter、 who was 
understudy in 1970, brought greater 
experience to his task which he gave with 
much sincerity but his appearance was 
probably less fitting than that of Zwink. 


Both are honoured names in 
Oberammergau. 
Another member of the Breitsamter 


family — Melchior, who had been John as 
far back as 1922, was an outstanding 
Pilot four times from 1934 and only in 
1970 did he relinquish the part because 
of age, to become Annus. The Zwinks 
have produced many famous players over 
the years and one of their number, Franz, 
painted the beautiful frescoes on some of 
the oldest houses in the village. 


One would need to write a book to recall 
many other participants and personalities. 
For instance, the part of Judas, which 
offers great scope to an actor, is one of 
the most dramatic portrayals and usually 
receives widespread acknowledgement. 
The womenfolk play with dignity and 
restraint and even the smallest children in 
the crowd scenes maintain the high 
standard of their elders. 


There has been much discussion, and even 
anguish, in recent times as to a possible 
revision of the text of the Play and its 
‘modernisation’, but such proposals have 
eventually been abandoned in the face of 
strong feeling. So, the Play continues 
much as it has done for many decades. 
What will transpire in 1984 and who will 
be chosen for the chief characters yet 
remains to be announced. Possibly several 
of the 1980 cast will be recalled. Of one 
thing there is no doubt that thousands of 
people from all parts of the world will 
again descend on this Bavarian village to 


witness and be inspired by their 
remarkable Passion Play in its 350th 
Jubilee year. 


Among them will be Toc H members — 
some of them, like me, have returned to 
Oberammergau many times. The 1960 
Pilgrimage is another which specially 
stands out in my memory. Toc H 
stalwart, Rex Calkin, was in charge and 
the much respected Pat Leonard (then 
Bishop of Thetford) and his wife were 
with us. We had a wonderful week at 
St Anton before seeing the Play and a 
night at the Old House in Poperinge 
afterwards. Mid-way, in Innsbruck, we 
met up with the two other Toc H parties, 
who were travelling likewise over the 
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We will Remember... 


we regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In August 
James Robertson (Broughty Ferry) 


In September 
M ‘Peggy’ Chadwick (Spotland) 


In October 

Annie Fraser (Nairn) 

Andrew S G Judge (Alloa) 

Frederick G Lansley (St Helier (Jersey) ) 
Edward J Parker (Hartley Wintney) 


In November 

John J Affleck (Jedburgh) 

Eva M Barnett (Edgmond) 
William Causon (Wessex District) 
Joyce G Cheale (Saltford) 
Louis A Hoar (St Austell) 
Albert Juden (Beckley) 
Thomas N Phillips (Cosby) 

J W ‘Jim’ Pope (Bognor Regis) 
Joseph Tighe (Jedburgh) 

Frank Toomey (Ex-Tower Hill) 
George H Tyson (Hednesford) 
Horace T Waters (Sanderstead) 


Giles Morton died in Dinas Powys last 
August. He had been associated with 
Toc H from its beginnings in WWI, 
though not in the last couple of years as a 
member. He met Tubby in the very early 
days when he was serving in Belgium as 
a volunteer with the Army’s medical 
services. After the war he became an early 
Branch member in S Wales. A well known 
and much loved focal figure, he remained 
an active walker to the end, though he 
had lost his sight and suffered from 
increasing deafness. 


Market Harborough Branch report the 
death in September of Arthur (Dick) 
Hargraves. He was one of those who 
brought new life to the Branch when it 
was at low ebb some 20 years ago. 
Always full of energy, he could never say 
‘No’ when help was required. Despite 
working jong hours, he was always 
actively involved — and usually the main 
driving force — in a wide range of projects 
for both young and old. His Branch say 
`.. We all mourn his passing and he will 
always be in our memory’ 


same period, for an afternoon to share 
experiences together. 


The word ‘Pilgrimage’ seems to be out of 
fashion now but it has real meaning when 
linking it with Oberammergau over 3 
Period of just on 50 years. 
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John Palmer, 
Men s Branch 
in September. 


a member of Maidstone 
Jor 30 years, died suddenly 
see, He had held vartous Branch 
S but for the last 12 years he was 
the representative on the Medway and 
Sheppey District Team which he also 
served as Treasurer. John was a dedicated 
Toc H man whose enthusiasm for many 
and varied Projects and events was 
Infectious and encouraged his colleagues 
7 の great endeavours. Always forthright in 
expressing his views, John nevertheless 
was invariably courteous to those holding 
different opinions. to which he listened 
carefully and with much interest... 
John will be remembered with 
love and gratitude by all his friends in 
Branch and District, 


MBP 
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Alister Hoar (St Austell) died in 
November. A friend writes: ‘Alister Hoar 
was a man who lived the Toc H prayer 
and died ahead of his time... 

‘Never was any man more 
prepared to “leap with joy to any task for 
others.. ” He lived “in lave and joy and 
peace” and such was his esteem and 
respect amongst his fellow men that over 
250 people crowded into St Paul's 
Church, Charlestown in November to pay 
their tribute to a true friend... 

‘Alister was a founder member of 
Mount Charles Branch which later merged 
with St Austell where Alister was 
Chairman for many years, Although in 
recent times, the Branch has struggled to 
find new members . . . he was always a 
man of hope and never gave up the 
struggle. He gave out a warmth and 
sincerity which infected those around 
him. Above all, he worked humbly, 
selflessly and untiringly for others, with 
a unique sense of humour, marking him 
out as a character beyond a common 
man. 

‘In practising our thanksgiving for 
his life, lived all 54 years in the same 
house in St Austell, our thoughts go out 
to his widow Grace, whose devotion to 
him was such that her contribution to 
his life, and therefore to Toc H, can never 
be overestimated. He also leaves a mother 
and, like her, we can only mourn the 
passing of a true son and trust that his 
example in life, will be a shining light to 
others which can never be extinguished 
by his death...’ 

2 See ee 
Eva May Barnett, a member of Edgmond 
(Salop) Joint Branch since 1972, died in 
November. A cheerful and active Branch 
member and a loyal Methodist, May will 
be sadly missed by her family and her 
many friends. 
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Lois G Browne died in November at 
age of 78, following a road accident. She 
was a founder member (1929) of 
Taunton LWH and she held various 
offices during her long membership. She 
will be remembered for her dry sense of 
humour, her strong Christian faith and 
approach to life, as well as her activities 
with Scouts, Cubs and many church 
organisations. 

DCC 


Also in November, Hilda Michie died, 
aged 86. Hilda joined the Movement in 
1927 and remained an active Sheffield 
Branch member until 1980 when ill 
health persuaded her to become a 
Builder. A founder member of the 
original West Sheffield Branch, Hilda was 
a well known and much loved local 
figure. A staunch Methodist, she loved all 
her fellow men. She will be greatly missed 
by all who ever met her: her friends feel 
that it was a privilege to know her. 


Kathleen Wray, who died in December, 
had been a member for 40 years — first in 
Maltby (Yorks) but for the past 25 years 
a most regular and active member of 
Nottingham City Women's Branch. Her 
Toc H enthusiasm was unbounded... 
Kathleen and her husband Bill spent so 
much of their time caring for anyone in 
need — especially the blind. She had held 
every Branch office and had served as a 
Central Councillor. For many years she 
had served with the Samaritans but her 
great love and interest were always with 
LEPRA... 

BS 
Cambridge Branch has suffered a great 
loss by the death of its Chairman, 
Gordon Fakes. Gordon originally 
approached a member with an offer to 
help with any jobs that were being done 
by the Branch. It was suggested to him 
that he might like to take part in reading 
the local paper to the residents of the 
Home for the Blind. He agreed to this and 
later was invited to attend the Branch 
meeting. He accepted, evidently liked 
what he saw and finally applied for 
membership. Gordon was chairman for 
several years and he also did great work 
in compiling our Branch progranimes. 

He was always welcomed by the 
residents of our Old Folks’ Home and 
their farewell words were ‘come again’ 
We all wish that this was possible. 

GC 


South Petherton (Somerset) Branch 
report that Jack Kinloss died recently at 
the age of 83. Jack — a ‘Geordie’ by birth 
and upbringing, with the typical 
forthrightness of the NE, — was a long 
standing member at South Petherton and 
a former Branch Secretary. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five wecks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 


Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Telephone: 0296 623911. 


DIRECTOR 


North Wales. Happy family hotel, children 
welcome. H & C all rooms. Two minutes sandy 
beach and shops. Easy reach North Wales 
beauty spots and Snowdonia National Park. 
Parties welcome. SAE brochure: ‘The Dolphin , 
4 Paradise Crescent, Penmaenmawr, Gwynedd 
LL34 6AR. Tel: 0492 622223. 


Jaywick, Clacton, Essex. Sea wall chalet, ideal 
for two adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All electric. April to 
October £30 pw. Apply: Miss Nicolls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


TOC H 


Clacton — 5 berth Caravan, fully equipped, 


facilities include pool, shops, 


ite b 
excellent, s and social centre. 


i 0 Jayground 
Cina pas pw, July — £50 pw, August - 
£60 pw September — £45 pw. Full details from 
Mr J A Turner, 60 Hall End Road, Wootton, 
Bedford MK43 9HP. Telephone: 0234 768410. 


ise funds quickly easily. Superb ball-pens, 
conte vey fabs, diaries, ctc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Since 1974, this post has been held by 


Kenneth Prideaux-Brune MA who has now 


informed the Central Executive Committee 


that he does not intend to continue beyond 


this year. 


The present brief may be redesigned in the 


light of current Toc H needs and to fit the 


successful applicant’s particular talents and 


experience. 


If you wish to apply or require further 


information, please write to the Chairman of 


the Personnel Committee. She is: Miss Rose 


Radford, 84 Wentworth Road, Birmingham 


B17 9SY. 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 
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